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deduction whatsoever, upon, exportation to Africa,
America, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, or the East Indies,
viz. of British calicoes, cottons, and cottons mixed with
linens printed, stained, or dyed, in Great Britain, not
less than 25 inches broad, if the value, independent of
colour or figure, was under 5d. per yard, Jd.; if 5d. and
under 6d., id.; and if 6d. and not exceeding is. 6d., i Jd.;
and to continue in force till 28th March, 1784.
Then came the invention of Watt's steam engine,
applied first in 1785 to a cotton mill at Pepplewick. It
was adopted in Bolton and Glasgow, and next in Oldham.
Water-power was gradually substituted by the steam
engine, and there was seen more and more the concen-
tration of factories and weaving sheds in towns and
valleys. Hand-loom weaving gradually declined, the
putting-out shops and the weaving rooms were closed
one by one, and the stalwart, self-reliant weavers came
into the towns and villages, and lived the busy life of the
operative, whilst the fanners' sole business became
attention to the agricultural arts and stock-breeding,
whereas formerly it was divided between weaving cloth
and cultivating the land. Cotton manufacturing had
continued to increase so rapidly that in 1788 it was
estimated that 159,000 men, 90,000 women, and 101
children were employed in the trade around Manchester.
Two years later power-looms were introduced in that town,
and from this year began the revolution.
It was a peaceful revolution, fruitful in blessings and
prosperity. Our trade expanded in all directions, and the
Exchange at Manchester became the great emporium of
the world for the distribution of cotton goods, both fancy
and plain. One cannot attempt to encompass in aix epi-
tome all the inventions in the mechanical arts bearing
upon cotton-trade evolution and expansion. We in this
kingdom got the start of the world, and our home market,
our colonies, and possessions beyond the seas became our
bountiful patrons. Production multiplied apace. Lan-
cashire especially grew abundantly in riches and power